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Chapter One 
General Information 

 
I. Policy 
 
     This guide contains policy and procedural guidance that were compiled from Air Force 
Instruction 36-2903 and Air Force ROTC Instruction 36-2001.  The material contained herein is 
directive in nature; however, it cannot provide rules for every imaginable situation.  Therefore, 
pride, professionalism, and common sense must sometimes prevail.  Kaiserslautern High School 
Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps cadets must comply with the uniform wear and personal 
appearance standards. 
 
II. Procedure 
 
     The Air Force Junior ROTC uniform is, with certain exceptions, the same as that worn by 
active-duty personnel. Cadets must constantly be aware of the responsibility for maintaining it in 
good order, and wearing it correctly.  Each member of the cadet corps must maintain high 
standards of dress and personal appearance.  Cadets will present a neat and well-groomed 
appearance to the public at all times and locations, on and off campus, during, and after the 
school day. 
 
     After receiving the uniform, cadets will acknowledge receipt of these items by affixing their 
signatures to a Uniform Issue Receipt.  By signing the receipt cadets agree to exercise all 
responsible caution and care to assure that items of Air Force property are cared for and not 
damaged due to carelessness, neglect, or improper cleaning and/or laundering methods.  Cadets 
will be required to reimburse the Air Force for any uniforms lost or damaged due to neglect or 
accident.  Furthermore, cadets are required to return all uniform items to the ASI upon demand 
and at least two weeks prior to leaving the GR-081st AFJROTC Group. All items will be 
professionally cleaned prior to turn-in. 
 
     AFJROTC 34-1 states that every cadet enrolled in the program is required to wear the cadet 
uniform a minimum of once per week.  The GR-081st uniform wear day is Wednesday and 
Thursday, whichever day your class period falls under according to block scheduling.  The 
uniform for the following week will be posted by the Deputy Group Commander on a bulletin 
board in the classroom. 
 
     If a cadet is absent on a uniform day, it is required that the cadet will be in uniform on the day 
of return to JROTC class.  It is the responsibility of the cadet to ensure that the make-up grade is 
recorded on a make-up inspection form.  Cadets not in uniform on a uniform day must have 
permission from the SASI or ASI.  The cadet will receive a zero unless excused.  It is the 
responsibility of the cadet to ensure that the uniform is available and in inspection condition on a 
uniform day.  “It is in the cleaners or in the alterations shop” is not a legitimate excuse. 
 
     Cadets will be graded on their uniform appearance, condition, placement of insignia, 
condition of shoes, military bearing, and haircut and styles. One missed inspection in any quarter 
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will result in reduction of cadet’s grade by approximately 10%, two missed inspections will 
result in a reduction of approximately 20%, and three missed inspections in any quarter will 
result in an “F” for that term in AFJROTC. If a cadet is doing poorly academically, two missed 
uniform inspections could lower the grade to a failing grade. 
 
III. General Guidelines 

- Keep the uniform neat and clean it as necessary 
- Wear headgear when outdoors, remove it when indoors 
- Keep your hands out of your pockets 
- Keep all pockets buttoned, coats completely buttoned, and jackets zipped halfway 
- Do not fill pockets with bulky items 
- Keep shoes shined, including the heels and edge of the soles 
- Keep all metal devices, buckles and badges clean and free of scratches 
- Check your personal appearance in a mirror 
- Do not leave items unattended or in unlocked or shared lockers 
- Do not lend items to other cadets 
- Turn in any found uniform items to an AFJROTC instructor 
- Return uniform items that become worn or otherwise unserviceable to the ASI.  If 

unserviceable due to purposeful destruction, it will be replaced by the cadet. 
- Keep ribbons clean and replace when they become worn or faded 

IV. Restrictions 

     Unless specifically authorized by the Senior Aerospace Science Instructor, cadets will only 
wear the uniform while traveling to and from school, to participate in Junior ROTC approved 
programs, or while participating in official activities. 

- The uniform will not be mixed or worn with any civilian type clothing 
- Cadets will not lend their uniform to anyone 
- Distinctive items of the JROTC uniform (ranks, badges, nametags, etc.) will not be worn 

on civilian clothing 
- The uniform will not be worn while hitchhiking 
- No soliciting is allowed while in uniform 
- Cadets will not wear the uniform while participating in student demonstrations, or crowd 

control, or in any other inappropriate activity where wear of the uniform may give the 
appearance that the Air Force is advocating some political or religious issue over another 

- While in uniform, cadets will not exhibit public display of affection (PDA).  This 
includes, but is not limited to: holding hands, hugging, kissing, etc.  

- Do not wear with other clothing 
- Do not wear earphones or headphone while in uniform, unless required for duty 
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V. Issue and Maintenance 

     Each cadet will be issued a complete uniform at the beginning of each year.  After every cadet 
is issued a uniform, if available, a second pair of pants/slacks, shirt/blouse, belt, tie/tab, flight 
cap, and insignia will be issued.  Additionally, a light weight jacket, windbreaker, may be issued.  
Once issued, it is the cadet’s responsibility to maintain all items in a clean and orderly condition 
throughout the school year.  The service dress coat, lightweight jacket, slacks or pants, tie/tab 
and cover are to be professionally dry-cleaned only.  The shirt or blouse and socks are the only 
washable items.  All uniform items must be turned in two weeks prior to the end of the school 
year or when a cadet drops from the Air Force Junior ROTC program.  The only issued items 
that may be kept are the socks, shoes, belt, and PT uniform. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 8

Chapter Two 
Personal Appearance 

 
I. General 
 
Uniform Neat, clean, pressed, in good condition, zipped or buttoned 
Footwear Shined (including heels and edge of the soles) and in good condition 
Watch  Conservative, no wider than 1 inch 
Bracelet Conservative, no wider than one inch, “Livestrong” and similar bracelets not 

allowed, only exception is POW/MIA bracelets. 
Rings Conservative, no more than a total of three at any one time 
Earrings Male – Will not wear while in uniform 

Female – Small spherical, conservative, diamond, gold, white pearl, silver or 
Black. Pierced or clip on earrings may be worn while in uniform.  They must fit 
tightly without extending below the earlobe.  Only one earring per earlobe, in 
bottom hole. 

Eyeglasses Must be free of ornamentation on frames and lenses.  Conservative, clear, slightly 
tinted or photosensitive lenses may be worn in uniform indoors while in military 
formation.  Conservative lenses and frames outdoors.  Faddish styles and mirrored 
lenses are prohibited. 

Sunglasses Must be free of ornamentation on frames and lenses.  Will not be worn in 
formation, not to be worn around the neck or up on top of head while in uniform, 
Faddish styles prohibited. 

Pencils/Pens Concealed 
Beepers Concealed 
Cell Phones Concealed 
Headphones Prohibited 
Necklaces Prohibited 
Nail Polish Male Cadets – Will not wear nail polish while in uniform 
 Female Cadets – Will be conservative, single color, and in good taste.  Will not 

contain ornamentation, French tips are authorized 
 
II. Female Cadet Hair Guidelines 
 
Hair Will Be 
 

- Clean, well groomed and neat.  If dyed it will look natural. 
- Styled to present a professional appearance.  It will be styled to permit proper wear of the 

headgear.  This means that the hair should not be too full or high on the head. 
- Plain, conservative pins, combs, headbands, elastic bands and barrettes, similar to the 

individual’s hair color are permitted to keep the hair in place.  Hair ornaments, such as 
ribbons or jeweled pins will not be worn; small braids are authorized. 
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Hair Will Not 
 

- Contain an excessive amount of grooming aids (greasy creams, oils or sprays) 
- Touch eyebrows when groomed or protrude below the front band of properly worn 

headgear; however it may be visible in front of a woman’s flight cap. However, long hair 
will be secured with no loose ends. 

- Exceed three (3) inches in bulk or prevent proper wear of headgear.  (Note: “Bulk” means 
the distance that the hair projects from the scalp when groomed as opposed to length of 
hair) 

- Worn in an extreme fad or style. 
- Hair will not extend below the bottom edge of the blouse collar at the back of the neck.  

Even if you wear a ponytail, your hair must not hang below this point.  
- No shaved heads or flat tops 
- Micro and corn roll are authorized for women.  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III. Male Cadet Hair Guidelines 
 
Hair Will 
 

- Be clean, well groomed and neat.  Must not contain excessive amounts of grooming aids 
(greasy creams, oils or sprays.)  If dyed, it will look natural. 

- Have a tapered appearance on both sides and back.  A tapered appearance is one that 
when viewed from any angle, outlines the individuals hair so it conforms generally to the 
shape of the skull. 

 
Hair Will Not 
 

- Be worn in an extreme style, fad style, or in such a way that exceeds length and bulk 
standards, no braids or logos 

- Touch the ears, eyebrows or shirt collar. Hair will not protrude below the hatband of 
properly worn headgear.  
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- Exceed 1 1/4 inches in bulk. (Note: “Bulk” is the distance that the hair projects from the 
scalp when groomed. The bulk and length of the hair must not interfere with the proper 
wear of headgear.) 

 
Beards  
     -    Will not be worn in uniform. 
 
Sideburns 
 

- Will be neatly trimmed and tapered in the same manner as the haircut.  
- Will be straight and of even width (not flared) and end in a clean-shaven horizontal line.  
- Will not extend below the lowest part of the exterior ear opening.  

 
Mustache 
 

- Will not extend downward beyond the lip line (vermillion) of the upper lip or extend 
sideways beyond a vertical line drawn upward from the corner of the mouth. 

IV. Tattoos and Body Piercing 
 
Tattoos/Brands 
 

- Tattoos/brands anywhere on the body that are obscene, advocate sexual, racial, ethnic or 
religious discrimination are prohibited. 

- Excessive tattoos/brands will not be exposed or visible while in uniform. Excessive is 
defined as any tattoo/brand that exceeds 1/4 of the exposed body part and those above the 
collarbone and readily visible when wearing an open collar uniform. 

 
Body Piercing 
 

- When in uniform, cadets are prohibited from attaching, affixing or displaying objects, 
articles, jewelry or ornamentation to or through the ear, nose, tongue, eyebrow or any 
exposed body parts (includes being visible through uniform). No strings, wires, or plastic 
plugs will be used.  Band-Aids will not be used to cover unacceptable piercings. 
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Chapter Three 
Male Cadet Uniform 

 
I. Belt 
 
     Dark blue with silver tip, worn by threading through the belt loop to the wearer's left.  The 
silver tip extends beyond the buckle to the wearer's left with no blue fabric showing.  The male 
cadet "gig" line is the straight line formed by the front edge of the shirt, the belt buckle, and the 
trousers fly. 
 
II. Service Dress Coat, Blue 
 
     Coat should follow the contours of the figure, but allow ease of movement without pulling in 
the back of the waist.  With arms hanging naturally, sleeves should end 1/4 inch from the heel of 
the thumb.  Bottom of the coat should be fingertip length when hands are slightly cupped.  All 
buttons must be buttoned.  Flat items may be carried in the inside pockets.  The coat will have 
the unit patch on the right sleeve and AFJROTC patch on the left sleeve.  The coat and slacks 
must match the color shade and material. 
 
III. Flight Cap, Blue 
 
     Worn slightly to the right with vertical crease at center of the forehead in a straight line with 
the nose and approximately one inch above the eyebrow.  The crown will not be crushed. 
 
IV. Jacket, Blue Windbreaker 
 
     Should fit loosely over the hips when zipped.  Cuffs of the sleeves should cover the wrists, 
but not extend beyond.  Blouse is not exposed below the jacket.  Jacket must be zipped up at 
least halfway.  The windbreaker will not be worn over the service dress jacket or with civilian 
clothing.  The unit patch will be worn on the right side and the AFJROTC patch on the left side. 
 
V. Shirt. Light Blue, Long Sleeve 
 
     Sleeves should extend to the heel of the thumb.  Shirt is always worn with the tie and the top 
button is always buttoned.  The shirtsleeves will remain buttoned. 
 
VI. Shirt, Light Blue, Short Sleeve 
 
     This shirt may be worn with a tie or with open collar.  If worn with an open collar, a "V" neck 
tee shirt must be worn so that no top of the tee shirt is visible.  When wearing a tie, all buttons 
will be buttoned.  When not wearing a tie all buttons except the top button are buttoned.  Under 
either option, the shirt tail is pulled down into the trousers tightly and tucked at the sides to make 
it nearly form-fitting.  The only creases on the shirt are down the sleeves.  Nothing is carried in 
the pocket.  
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VII. Socks 
 
     Socks must be black. Other dark colors are not authorized 
 
VIII. Tie, Blue 
 
     The tie will be tied appropriately and smartly.  The tip of the tie will extend no more than 1 ½ 
inches above or below the belt line.  It is worn under the collar and is not tucked into the shirt 
 
IX. Trousers, Dark Blue 
 
     Trim fitted with no bunching at the waist or bagging at the seat.  The bottom of the trousers 
will rest on the front of the shoes with a slight break in the creases.  The trousers must be of 
matching material to the service coat and the cap.  The rear pocket of the trousers will be 
buttoned always and articles should not be bulky and not be visible.  The zipper tab will be 
pressed down to permit the fly to be neatly closed. 
 
X. Shoes, Black Male Oxford 
 
     Shoes will be laced to the top and will be highly shined.  The soles and heel edges will be 
coated with sole and heel dressing.  Optional high gloss black corfam shoes or patent leather are 
authorized for wear at the cadet's own expense, according to annual information letters. (Chapter 
Eight, Cadet Guide) 
 
XI. Service Cap 
 
     Service Cap (wheel cap) and large insignia may be purchased at cadet’s expense and worn, 
with permission of SASI, by cadet officers. 
 
XII. Berets 
 
     May be purchased at cadets expense and worn, with permission of SASI, by current members 
of a competition drill team. 
 
XIII. AFJROTC Shoulder Patch 
 
     Wear of the AFJROTC official shoulder patch is mandatory on all uniforms except the 
raincoat, overcoat, and all-weather coat.  Cadets enrolled in Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and 
AFJROTC who use the same uniform for both activities may wear the CAP wing patch on the 
right shoulder and the AFJROTC patch on the left shoulder with the AFJROTC shoulder patch 
taking precedence. 
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XIV. Shoulder Cords
   Cadets are authorized to wear one shoulder cord on the left shoulder.  Wear the shoulder cord 
only on light blue shirt and the service dress coat.  On the service dress coat, cords should be 
pinned to the shoulder with the pin hidden beneath the cord.  



Chapter Four 
Female Cadet Uniform 

 
I. Belt 
 
     Dark blue with silver tip, worn by threading through the belt loop to the wearer's right.  
The silver tip extends beyond the buckle to the wearer's right with no blue fabric 
showing.  The female cadet "gig" line is the straight line formed by the front edge of the 
shirt, the belt buckle, and the slacks fly. 
 
II. Service Dress Coat, Blue 
 
     Coat should follow the contours of the figure, but allow ease of movement without 
pulling in the back of the waist.  With arms hanging naturally, sleeves should end 1/4 
inch from the heel of the thumb.  Bottom of the coat should be fingertip length when 
hands are slightly cupped.  All buttons must be buttoned.  Flat items may be carried in the 
inside pockets.  The coat will have the unit patch on the right sleeve and AFJROTC patch 
on the left sleeve.  The coat and slacks must match the color shade and material. 
 
III. Flight Clap, Blue 
 
     Worn slightly to the right with vertical crease at center of the forehead in a straight 
line with the nose and approximately one inch above the eyebrow.  The crown will not be 
crushed. 
 
IV. Jacket, Blue Windbreaker 
 
      Should fit loosely over the hips when zipped.  Cuffs of the sleeves should cover the 
wrists, but not extend beyond.  Blouse is not exposed below the jacket.  Jacket must be 
zipped up at least halfway.  The windbreaker will not be worn over the service dress 
jacket or with civilian clothing.  The unit patch will be worn on the right side and the 
AFJROTC patch on the left side. 
 
V.  Shirt, Light Blue, Long Sleeve 
 
     Sleeves should extend to the heel of the thumb.  Shirt is always worn with the tab and 
the top button is always buttoned.  The shirtsleeves will remain buttoned. 
 
VI. Shirt, Light Blue, Short Sleeve 
 
     This shirt may be worn with a tab or with open collar.  When wearing a tab, all 
buttons will be buttoned.  When not wearing a tab all buttons except the top button are 
buttoned.  Under either option, the shirt tail is pulled down into the trousers tightly and 
tucked at the sides to make it nearly form-fitting.  There also is a different style of the 
same shirt in which tucking is not required.  The only creases on the shirt are down the 
sleeves.  Nothing is carried in the pocket.  
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VII. Socks/Hose 
 
     Black, commercial socks without design will be worn with slacks and oxfords.  Hose 
can be worn with all uniform combinations but must be black, dark blue, or neutral 
shades that compliment the uniform and the cadet’s skin tone. 
 
VIII. Tab, Blue 
 
     The tab will be worn under the collar of the light blue shirt, short or long sleeve, in a 
smart and appropriate fashion. 
 
IX. Slacks, Dark Blue 
 
     Trim fitted with no bunching at the waist or bagging at the seat.  The bottom of the 
slacks will rest on the front of the shoes with a slight break in the creases.  The slacks 
must be of matching material to the service coat and the cap.  Articles should not be 
bulky and not be visible.  The zipper tab will be pressed down to permit the fly to be 
neatly closed 
 
X. Shoes, Black Female Oxford 
 
     Shoes will be laced to the top and will be highly shined.  The soles and heel edges will 
be coated with sole and heel dressing.  Optional high gloss black corfam shoes or patent 
leather are authorized for wear at the cadet's own expense.  Additionally, females may 
purchase black leather pump shoes, with a heel of no more than 1 ½ inch to be worn with 
any uniform combination. 
 
XI. Service Cap 
 
     Service Cap (wheel cap) and large insignia may be purchased at cadet’s expense and 
worn, with permission of SASI, by cadet officers. 
 
XII. Berets 
 
     May be purchased at cadets expense and worn, with permission of SASI, by cadets 
qualified and currently members of a competition drill team. 
 
XIII. Skirts 
 
     While not issued by the unit, skirts may be purchased at cadet’s expense.  Hem will be 
no more than ½ inch above or ½ inch below the center of the kneecap.  Alteration at 
cadet’s expense.    Your skirt should fit smoothly, should hang naturally, and must not be 
excessively tight. You must wear hosiery with the skirt. Choose a sheer nylon in a neutral 
dark brown, black, off-black, or dark blue shade that complements the uniform and your 
skin tone. Pumps or heels must be worn with the skirt and are also purchased at cadet’s 
expense. 
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XIV. AFJROTC Shoulder Patch 
 
     Wear of the AFJROTC official shoulder patch is mandatory on all uniforms except the 
raincoat, overcoat, and all-weather coat.  Cadets enrolled in Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and 
AFJROTC who use the same uniform for both activities may wear the CAP wing patch 
on the right shoulder and the AFJROTC patch on the left shoulder with the AFJROTC 
shoulder patch taking precedence. 
 
 
XV. Shoulder Cords
 
   Cadets are authorized to wear one shoulder cord on the left shoulder.  Wear the 
shoulder cord only on light blue shirt and the service dress coat.  On the service dress 
coat, cords should be pinned to the shoulder with the pin hidden beneath the cord.   
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Chapter Five 
Badges 

 
I. Ground School Badge  

 
 Awarded for completion of the AFJROTC aviation honors ground school curriculum or 
completion of another aviation ground school program prescribed by the FAA.  Cadets 
may wear the badge after the first grading period if they received a passing grade.   
 
II. Awareness Presentation Team Badge
 
 Awarded for participation on an Awareness Presentation Team.  Criteria for becoming a 
member of the team should be published in the Cadet Guide or the Unit Operating 
Instructions.   

 
III. Kitty Hawk Air Society Badge 
 
  Awarded to cadets who are members of the Kitty Hawk Air Society.   
 
IV. Distinguished AFJROTC Cadet Badge 
 
  This annual award consists of a certificate and the Distinguished AFJROTC Cadet 
badge.  The award recognizes one outstanding second-year cadet (third-year cadet in a 4-
year program) selected at the end of each school year.  This allows the recipient to wear 
the award their final year in the AFJROTC program.  The recipient must be of high moral 
character, demonstrate positive personal attributes, display outstanding military potential, 
and maintain consistent academic and military excellence. 

 
The recipient should hold the following awards prior to selection: 

 
• Leadership Ribbon 
• Achievement Ribbon 
• Superior Performance Ribbon 
• Academic Ribbon 
• Cocurricular Activities Leadership Ribbon 
• Service Ribbon 

 
V. Aerospace Education Foundation (AEF) Academic Cadet Badge 

 
  Awarded to rising Junior and Senior cadets for academic excellence as signified by 
attaining an overall 3.3 grade point average with no grade below “C” on their transcript.  
The individuals must be recommended by the SASI.  
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VI. Model Rocketry Badge 
 
 Awarded to cadets who have fulfilled model rocketry program requirements.  

 
VII. Other Badges 

  
 Wearing badges from other services beyond their intended purpose, badges from the 
regular Air Force, or other organizations on the AFJROTC uniform is prohibited.  
Example:  Unit cannot designate Army Signal Corps or Infantry badges to signify 
membership in the unit color guard or drill team.  However, badges earned by cadets 
enrolled in a sister service JROTC program may be worn on the AFJROTC uniform in 
the location specified by the sister service.  The AFJROTC badge location will always 
take precedence over the sister service badge. 
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Chapter Six 
AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 

 
 Each school year, cadets have an opportunity to earn various national and 
AFJROTC awards and certificates. 
 These awards are awarded at the end of each school year or at the end of First and 
Second Semester.  Many of the national awards are presented by retired military veterans 
affiliated with distinguished organizations such as Veterans of Foreign Wars, Air Force 
Association, American Legion, etc. 
 Order of Precedence- Awards are listed in the order in which they are to be placed 
on the ribbon bar. 
 
Special Awards 
 

Gold Valor Award 
Silver Valor Award 
Cadet Humanitarian Award 
Community Service with Excellence Award 

 
National Awards 

 
Air Force Association Award 
Daedalian Award 
American Legion Scholastic Award 
American Legion General Military Excellence Award    
Daughters of the American Revolution Award 
American Veterans Award 
Reserve Officers Association Award  
Military Order of World Wars Award 
Military Officers Association Award (formerly called “The Retired Officers 

Association Award”) 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Award 
National Sojourners Award 
Sons of the American Revolution Award 
Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction Award 
Military Order of the Purple Heart Award 
Air Force Sergeants Association Award 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Award 
Tuskegee Airmen Incorporated Air Force Junior  ROTC Cadet Award 
The Retired Enlisted Association Award 

 
AFJROTC Awards 
 

Outstanding Cadet Ribbon 
Leadership Ribbon 
Achievement Ribbon 
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Superior Performance Ribbon 
Distinguished Unit Award 
Aerospace and Technology Honors Camp Ribbon (use the same ribbon as the 

Leadership School Ribbon and add the H device) 
Top Performer Award 
Academic Ribbon 
Outstanding Flight Award 
Leadership School Ribbon  
Drill Competition Ribbon 
Orienteering Competition Ribbon 
Cocurricular Activities Leadership Ribbon 
Drill Team Ribbon 
Color Guard Ribbon 
Saber Team Ribbon 

 Service Ribbon 
 Extreme Excellence Challenge (E2C) Ribbon (formerly called the “Physical 
Fitness Ribbon”) 
 Recruiting Ribbon 
 Activities Ribbon 
 Attendance Ribbon 
 Good Conduct Ribbon 
 Dress and Appearance Ribbon 
 Longevity Ribbon 

 
Civil Air Patrol (CAP) Awards 

 
General Carl Spaatz Award 

 General Ira C. Eaker Award 
 Amelia Earhart Award 
 General Billy Mitchell Award 
 General J.F. Curry Achievement Award 
 
 AFJROTC cadets are authorized to wear ribbons earned while enrolled in United 
States Army, United States Navy, or United States Marine Corps JROTC.  AFJROTC 
cadets will wear AFJROTC ribbons above and to the left of other service JROTC ribbons 
or awards .  Group ribbons according to service with the order of precedence determined 
by the regulations of each service.  Other services’ ribbons are grouped by service in the 
following order:  Army, Navy, and Marine Corps.   

 
 Badges or insignia from Active Duty, Guard, Reserve, or any other non-
AFJROTC group are not authorized on the AFJROTC uniform.  Badges, ribbons or 
insignia from middle school programs such as Youth Leadership Corps are not authorized 
on the AFJROTC uniform. 
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 Valor awards from all services are worn ahead of all other ribbons from any 
service.  The AFJROTC Valor Awards will be worn first, with other services’ Valor 
Awards worn in the following order:  Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard. 
 
Descriptions and Criteria 
 
Gold Valor Award.   
Awards consist of a medal, ribbon, and certificate.  The Gold Valor Award recognizes the 
most outstanding voluntary acts of self-sacrifice and personal bravery by a cadet 
involving conspicuous risk of life above and beyond the call of duty. 
 
Silver Valor Award.   

Awards consist of a medal, ribbon, and certificate.  The Silver Valor Award is 
awarded to a cadet for a voluntary act of heroism which does not meet the risk-of-life 
requirements of the Gold Valor Award. 
 
Cadet Humanitarian Award.   

Award consists of a ribbon and certificate.  It is intended to recognize cadets who 
provide aid in response to a singular extraordinary event such as a natural disaster or 
other catastrophe that has placed or has the potential to place a hardship on their fellow 
citizens.  This award is not to be used to recognize day-to-day service in the community. 
 
Community Service with Excellence Award.   

Award consists of a ribbon and certificate.  It is intended to recognize those 
individual cadets who provide significant leadership in the planning, organizing, 
directing, and executing of a major unit community service project that greatly benefit the 
local community.  This is not an award given to participants but to the key leader(s) of 
the project.  
 
Air Force Association (AFA) Award 
 This AFA-sponsored award consists of a medal and ribbon and is presented 
annually at each unit to the outstanding second-year (in a 3-year program) or third-year 
cadet (in a 4-year program). 
 The award recipient must possess/meet the following personal characteristics and 
eligibility criteria: 

 
• Positive attitude (toward AFJROTC and school). 
• Outstanding personal appearance (uniform and grooming). 
• Display personal attributes such as initiative, judgment, and self-

confidence. 
• Courteous demeanor (promptness, obedience, and respect for 

customs). 
• Growth potential (capacity for responsibility, high productivity, 

adaptability to change). 
• Possess the highest personal and ethical standards and strong 

positive convictions. 
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Daedalian Award.   

The Order of Daedalians is a fraternity of commissioned pilots from all military 
services.  It is named after the legendary figure, Daedalus, and was organized by WWI 
military pilots who sought to perpetuate the spirit of patriotism, love of country, and the 
high ideals of self-sacrifice which place service to the nation above personal safety and 
position. This award is offered to encourage the development of these traits in cadets and 
to interest them in a military career.  The medal is fashioned after an ancient Grecian 
plaque discovered by a Daedalian in the village of Lavadia, Greece and depicts Daedalus 
and his son Icarus fabricating their legendary wings of wax and feathers.  The award also 
includes a ribbon. 

This annual award recognizes one outstanding third-year cadet at each unit that 
meets the following criteria: 

 
• Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of patriotism, love 

of country, and service to the nation. 
 
American Legion Scholastic Award.   

This award consists of a bronze medal accompanied by a ribbon with a distinctive 
miniature attachment depicting a scholastic scroll. 

This award is presented annually to one second- or third-year cadet (in a 3-year 
program) or a third- or fourth-year cadet (in a 4-year program) based on the cadet’s 
overall scholastic achievements.  Each cadet must: 

 
• Demonstrate leadership qualities. 
• Actively participate in student activities. 

 
American Legion General Military Excellence Award.   

This award consists of a bronze medal accompanied by a ribbon with a distinctive 
miniature attachment depicting a torch. 

This award is presented annually to one second- or third-year cadet (in a 3-year 
program) or a third- or fourth-year cadet (in a 4-year program) based on the cadet’s 
general military excellence.  Each cadet must: 

 
• Rank in the top 25% of their AFJROTC class. 
• Demonstrate outstanding qualities in military leadership, discipline, 
character, and citizenship. 

 
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Award.   

This award consists of a bronze medal and ribbon. 
This award is presented annually to one third-year (in a 3-year program) or 

fourth-year cadet (in a 4-year program) that meets the following criteria: 
 
• Demonstrate qualities of dependability and good character. 
• Demonstrate adherence to military discipline. 
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• Possess leadership ability and a fundamental and patriotic understanding 
of the importance of JROTC training. 

American Veterans (AMVETS) Award.   
This award consists of a medal pendant and ribbon. 
This award is presented annually to one qualified cadet that possesses individual 

characteristics contributing to leadership such as: 
 

• A positive attitude toward Air Force JROTC programs and service in  
the Air Force. 
• Personal appearance (wearing of the uniform, posture, and grooming,  
but not physical characteristics per se). 
• Personal attributes (initiative, dependability, judgment, and self-

confidence). 
• Officer potential (capacity for responsibility, adaptability, and 
maintenance of high personal standards). 
• Obtained a grade of “A” (or the numerical equivalent) in their AS class. 
• Be in good scholastic standing in all classes at the time of selection and 
at the time of presentation. 

 
Reserve Officers Association (ROA) Award.   

This award consists of a bronze medal, ribbon, and certificate. 
This award is presented annually for military and academic achievement to an 

outstanding third-year cadet (fourth-year cadet in a 4-year program).  The recipient must 
possess individual characteristics contributing to leadership such as: 
 

• Positive attitude toward the AS curriculum. 
• Outstanding personal appearance (wear of the uniform, posture, and 

grooming). 
• Attributes of initiative, judgment, and self-confidence. 
• Courtesy (promptness, obedience, and respect). 
• Growth potential (capacity for responsibility, high productivity, 
adaptability to change). 
• Demonstrate the highest personal and ethical standards and strong 
positive convictions. 
• Rank in the top 10% of their AS class. 
 

Military Order of World Wars Award.   
This award consists of a bronze medal pendant, certificate, and ribbon. 
This award is presented annually to an outstanding cadet who has committed to 

continue the aerospace science program the following school year.  Selection is based on 
outstanding accomplishments or service to the AFJROTC unit. 
 
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) Award.   
 This award, formerly known as The Retired Officers Association Award, consists 
of a medal pendant with ribbon. 
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 This award is presented annually to an outstanding second-year cadet (third-year 
cadet in a 4-year program) who shows exceptional potential for military leadership.  Each 
cadet must: 

• Be a member of the junior class. 
• Be in good academic standing. 
• Be of high moral character. 
• Show a high order of loyalty to the unit, school, and country. 
• Show exceptional potential for military leadership. 

 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Award.   
 This award consists of a medal pendant with ribbon. 
 This award presented annually to an outstanding second- or third-year cadet in a 
3-year program (third- or fourth-year cadet in a 4-year program) who is actively engaged 
in the AFJROTC program and who possesses individual characteristics contributing to 
leadership.  Each cadet must: 
 

• Have a positive attitude toward AFJROTC. 
• Have outstanding military bearing and conduct. 
• Possess strong positive personal attributes (such as courtesy, 
dependability, punctuality, respect, and cooperation). 
• Demonstrate patriotism (being a member of the color guard or drill 
team) and actively promote Americanism. 
• Demonstrate leadership potential. 
• Attain a grade of “B” in AFJROTC with an overall average grade of “C” 
in all subjects for the previous semester. 
• Be active in student activities. 
• Not have been previous recipients of this award. 

 
National Sojourners Award.   

This award consists of a ribbon, medal pendant, and certificate. 
This award is presented annually recognizing an outstanding first- or second-year 

cadet (second or third-year cadet in a 4-year program) who contributed the most to 
encourage and demonstrate Americanism within the corps of cadets and on campus.  
Each cadet must: 
 

• Encourage and demonstrate ideals of Americanism. 
• Demonstrate potential for outstanding leadership. 
• Not have previously received the award. 
 

Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) Award.   
This award consists of a bronze medal with ribbon. 

 This award recognizes an outstanding second-year cadet in a 3-year program or 
third-year cadet in a 4-year program who is enrolled in the AFJROTC program.  The 
recipient must exhibit a high degree of leadership, military bearing, and all-around 
excellence in AS studies and not have previously received the award.  Each cadet must: 
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Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction Award.   

This award consists of a medal, ribbon, and certificate. 
 This award annually recognizes an outstanding second-year cadet in a 3-year 
program or third-year cadet in a 4-year program.  Each cadet must: 
 

• Contribute the most to encourage Americanism by participation in 
extracurricular activities or community projects. 
• Demonstrate academic excellence by being in the top 25% of class. 
• Demonstrate the qualities of dependability, good character, self-
discipline, good citizenship and patriotism. 
• Not have been a previous recipient of this award. 

 
Military Order of the Purple Heart Award.   

This award consists of a medal pendant with a ribbon. 
This award annually recognizes an outstanding second- or third-year cadet (third- 

or fourth-year cadet in a 4-year program) who is enrolled in the AFJROTC program and 
demonstrates leadership ability.  Each cadet must: 
 

• Have a positive attitude toward AFJROTC and country. 
• Hold a leadership position in the cadet corps. 
• Be active in school and community affairs. 
• Attain a grade of “B” or better in all subjects for the previous semester. 
• Not have been a previous recipient of this award. 

 
Air Force Sergeants Association (AFSA) Award.   

This annual award consists of a medal pendant with a ribbon. 
This award recognizes an outstanding second- or third-year cadet in a three-year 

program (third- or fourth-year cadet in a 4-year program).  The recipient must 
demonstrate outstanding qualities in military leadership, discipline, character, and 
citizenship. Each cadet must: 
 

• Be in the top 25% of the AFJROTC class. 
• Demonstrate outstanding qualities in military leadership, discipline, 
character, and citizenship. 
• Not have been a previous recipient of this award. 

 
 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) Award   

This award consists of a medal pendant with a ribbon. 
This award recognizes one deserving cadet annually (may be first, second, third, or 

fourth year cadet).  The recipient must display a high degree of patriotism and have 
demonstrated a high degree of academic excellence and leadership ability. 
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Tuskegee Airmen Incorporated (TAI) Air Force JROTC Cadet Award 
This TAI sponsored award consists of a ribbon and a certificate. 
This award is presented annually to two cadets. Cadets may be first-year, second-

year, or third-year cadets (in a 3- or 4-year program) and must meet the following 
criteria: 

 
• Attain a grade of “B” or better in their AS class. 
• Be in good academic standing. 
• Actively participate in cadet corps activities. 
• Participate in at least 50% of all unit service programs. 

 
The Retired Enlisted Association (TREA) Award 

Awarded annually for exceptional leadership to the most outstanding AFJROTC 
cadet while serving in an Enlisted Rank.  The selected enlisted cadet must have shown 
outstanding leadership throughout the course of the school year.  This award consists of a 
medal set with ribbon and a certificate from TREA.   
 
Outstanding Cadet Ribbon 

Awarded annually to the outstanding first-year, second-year, third-year, and fourth-
year cadet.  The recipient from each class must be of high moral character, demonstrate 
positive personal attributes, display outstanding military potential, and attain academic 
and military excellence. 
 
Leadership Ribbon   

Awarded for outstanding performance in a position of leadership as an AFJROTC 
cadet in corps training activities.  Limit this ribbon to 5 percent of the eligible group to 
ensure recognition of cadets who have consistently displayed outstanding leadership 
ability above and beyond expected performance. 

 
Achievement Ribbon 

Awarded for a significant achievement as deemed appropriate by the SASI.  Limit 
this ribbon to 5 percent of the cadet corps.  Individuals may not receive more than one 
ribbon during a 1-year period. 

 
Superior Performance Ribbon  

Awarded annually for outstanding achievement or meritorious service rendered 
specifically on behalf of AFJROTC.   

 
Distinguished Unit Award (DUA)  

Awarded to cadets enrolled during the academic year when a unit is selected by HQ 
AFJROTC to receive the DUA.  Units have to set and accomplish goals for the year to 
attain this award.  If DUA is won by unit in multiple years then consecutive awards are 
denoted by single oak leaf clusters for each additional award.  If during a Unit Evaluation 
the JROTC unit receives an “Exceeds Standards” as the overall evaluation and is 
identified by HQ AFJROTC as a unit “with merit” then unit is authorized the wear of a 
silver star on ribbon. 
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Aerospace and Technology Honors Camp Ribbon   

Awarded for attendance at Honors Camp.  This award consists of a Leadership 
School Ribbon with an “H” device and will be provided by HQ AFJROTC at the Honors 
Camp site. 
 
Top Performer Award   

The Cadet Top Performer Award is a Headquarters, AFJROTC award presented 
to a maximum of 2% of the current unit cadet corps population (unduplicated headcount).  
All currently enrolled cadets may be considered.  Specific consideration should be given 
to cadets not previously recognized for superior performance 

The award will recognize a cadet’s performance in the following key areas:  
Leadership and job performance:  in primary duty and specifically in preparation for the 
unit’s annual assessment.  Leadership qualities:  involvement and positions held in 
extracurricular activities.  Academic performance:  nominee must be in good academic 
standing in all high school course work.  Significant self-improvement.  Community 
involvement.  Other accomplishments. 
 
Academic Ribbon   

Awarded for academic excellence as signified by attaining an overall grade point 
average of at least “B” for one academic term, in addition to an “A” average in 
AFJROTC. 

 
Outstanding Flight Ribbon   

Awarded each academic term to members of the outstanding flight under criteria 
determined by the SASI. 

 
Leadership School Ribbon   

Awarded for completion of an approved leadership school program of at least 5 
days duration.  Add an “H” Device for completion of an Air Force Honors Camp 
(provided by HQ AFJROTC at camp site).  Add a silver star for outstanding performance 
or leadership ability at a Leadership School. Limit the star to 10 percent of the class.  
This ribbon may only be earned once. 
 
Drill Competition Ribbon 

Awarded to drill team members for placing first, second or third place in an Air 
Force or Joint Service drill meet. 

 
Cocurricular Activities Leadership Ribbon   

Awarded at the SASI’s discretion for leadership in AFJROTC cocurricular 
activities (such as dining-in chairperson, military ball chairperson, etc.).  The recipient 
must have demonstrated exceptional leadership in achieving objectives through the 
coordinated efforts of others.  This award may be earned a maximum of four times.  An 
oak leaf cluster should be added to this ribbon for each additional award. 
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Drill Team Ribbon 
Awarded for distinguished participation in at least 75 percent of all drill team 

events per academic year, or 10 drill team events in an academic year, whichever is 
lower.  An oak leaf cluster should be added to this ribbon for each year of qualifying 
membership beginning with the second year. 

 
Color Guard Ribbon   

Awarded for distinguished participation in at least 75 percent of all color guard 
events per academic year, or 10 color guard events in an academic year, whichever is 
lower.  An oak leaf cluster should be added to this ribbon for each year of qualifying 
membership beginning with the second year. 
 
Saber Team Ribbon   

Awarded for distinguished participation in at least 75 percent of all saber team 
events per academic year, or 10 saber team events in an academic year, whichever is 
lower.  An oak leaf cluster should be added to this ribbon for each year of qualifying 
membership beginning with the second year. 

 
Service Ribbon   

Awarded at the SASI’s discretion for distinctive performance in school, 
community, or AFJROTC service projects.  Limit to members whose active participation 
in a service project contributed significantly to the goals of the organization.  
Participation in Drill Teams, Saber Team or Color Guard does not qualify for the service 
ribbon. 
 
Extreme Excellence Challenge (E2C) Ribbon   

Awarded by the SASI for participation in the Extreme Excellence Challenge (E2C) 
physical fitness program. All cadets who participate in the E2C program will receive the 
Physical Fitness Ribbon.  The Bronze Star device will be awarded and worn on the 
ribbon to any cadet scoring in the 80-89 percentile in the E2C program.  If a cadet earns a 
percentile score of 90-99 they will wear a Silver Star.  If they receive a perfect 100 
percent they will wear the Gold Star on the ribbon.   

 
Recruiting Ribbon   

Awarded for outstanding effort in support of unit recruiting activities.  The SASI 
awards this ribbon based on locally developed criteria, which must be included in the unit 
Cadet Guide or unit Operating Instructions. 

 
Activities Ribbon   

Awarded for participation in cocurricular activities other than Drill, Color Guard, 
and Saber teams.  These include, but are not limited to orienteering teams, model 
rocketry clubs, AFJROTC academic teams, and AFJROTC sports teams.  An oak leaf 
cluster should be added to this ribbon for each year of membership beginning with the 
second year.  The SASI awards this ribbon using locally developed criteria which must 
be included in the Cadet Guide or unit Operating Instruction. 
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Attendance Ribbon   
Awarded to cadets with no more than 4 excused absences and no unexcused 

absences in an academic term. 
 

Good Conduct Ribbon 
Awarded to cadets with no suspensions of any kind, no adverse reports from other staff or 
faculty in an academic term. 

 
Dress and Appearance Ribbon   

Awarded for wearing uniform on all designated uniform days and conforming to all 
AFJROTC dress and appearance standards. 
 
Longevity Ribbon   

Awarded for completion of each AS year. 
 

CAP Awards   
Only five CAP ribbons (General Carl Spaatz Award, General Ira C. Eaker Award, 

Amelia Earhart Award, General Billy Mitchell Award, and the General J. F. Curry 
Achievement Award) may be worn on the AFJROTC uniform. 
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Chapter Seven 
Battle Dress Uniform 

 
I. Wear 
 
     The Battle Dress Uniform is authorized for any cadet that wishes to purchase it. 
(Chapter Eleven, Cadet Guide)  It is not a mandatory uniform.  However, only cadets 
who are passing AFJROTC with a grade of a B or above and are not missing any uniform 
wear, are authorized to wear the BDU.  Also, AS-1 cadets will be allowed to wear the 
uniform after successfully passing there first semester of AFJROTC.  BDUs will only be 
worn on the last uniform inspection day of the month.  Proper nametapes and patches will 
be worn, refer to attachment 1 for placement. 
 
II. Care 
 
     BDUs must be neat and clean at all times.  Cadets must also ensure that the uniform is 
pressed. 
 
III. Blouse and Trousers 
 
     The blouse will not be tucked into the trousers.  If worn with the sleeves rolled, the 
sleeve material must come within one inch or touch the forearm when the arm is bent at a 
90 degree angle.  All buttons except the very top button will be buttoned.  Sleeves will 
remain buttoned at all times.  The trousers will be worn on the hips and bloused using the 
blousing elastic.  They will not simply be tucked into the boots.  The blouse will not be 
removed except when within the AFJROTC complex and only with the permission or the 
instructor. 
 
IV. Belt and Buckle 
 
     Subdued black belt and buckle will be worn at all times with the trousers.  Black tip of 
belt may extend up to two inches beyond the buckle. 
 
V. Undergarments 
 
     The crew neck, black T-shirt must be worn at all times 
 
VI. Footwear 
 
     Black combat boots will be worn with black boot socks.  Boots must be highly 
polished at all times. 
 
VII. Headgear 
 
     BDU cap will be worn squarely on the head with no hair protruding in front of the 
cap. AFJROTC hat or rank insignia will be worn centered on the front of the hat. 
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VIII. Cold Weather 
 
     Cadets may purchase the BDU field jacket for wear during the winter.  The field 
jacket must be configured the same as the BDU blouse.  The unit will provide AFJROTC 
and unit patches.  Cadets will provide appropriate AFJROTC and name tapes and all 
expenses for sewing or altering. 
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Chapter Eight 
Physical Training (PT) Uniform 

 
AFJROTC Physical Training (PT) Uniform.  The PT uniform is a multi-purpose 
uniform provided at Air Force expense. 
 

I. PT t-shirts must be tucked in. 

II.  Portions of the PT uniform may not be mixed with any combination of the Air 
Force uniform. 
 
III.  The PT uniform is not to be substituted for the weekly uniform day and will 
only be worn during AFJROTC events. 
 
IV.   PT uniforms will be worn on PT days on Friday.  Cadet will be issued uniform 
during uniform issue.  Cadet must have a top and bottom to receive PT uniform 
credit.  
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 
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Officers wear hat insignia 
with stars 
Enlisted do not wear hat 
insignia 



Attachment 3 

 
 
 

Officers wear hat insignia 
with stars 
Enlisted do not wear hat 
insignia 
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Attachment 4 
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Attachment 5 
 
 

 
 
 * The metal nametag may only be worn if approved by the SASI 

for wear by all cadets  
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Attachment 6 
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Attachment 7 

 
 
 

 
 

* The metal nametag may only be worn if approved by the SASI 
for wear by all cadets 
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Attachment 8 
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Attachment 9 
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Attachment 10 
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Attachment 11 
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Attachment 12 
Glossary of References and Supporting Information 

 
References 
 AFI 36-2903, Dress and Personal Appearance of Air Force Personnel 
 AFJROTCI 36-2001, AF Junior ROTC Operations 
 AFJROTC Uniform and Awards Guide 

Curriculum In Action Guide 
DoDI 1205.13, Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps Program\ 
Public Law 104-208, Section 625 
Title 10, United States Code, Section 2031-2033, Junior ROTC Program 

 
Abbreviations and Acronyms 
 AETC- Air Education and Training Command 
 AFB- Air Force Base 
 AFI- Air Force Instruction 
 AFJROTC- Air Force Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps – High School 
Program 
 AFOATS- Air Force Officer Accession and Training Schools- AFJROTC 
Headquarters 
 AFOATS/CC- Commander, AFOATS 
 AFOATS/JR- Director of AFJROTC 
 APT- Awareness Presentation Team 
 AS- Aerospace Science 
 ASI- Aerospace Science Instructor 
 LEI- Leadership Education Instructor 
 ATHC- Aerospace and Technology Honors Camp 
 AU- Air University 
 AY- Academic Year 
 CC- Commander 
 CIA- Curriculum in Action is a term used to identify school sponsored activities- 
Field Trips 
 CIMS- Cadet Information Management System 
 CMPF- Curriculum, Materials, Publications, and Forms Guide 
 DoD- Department of Defense 
 DUA- Distinguished Unit Award 
 HQ- Headquarters, located at Maxwell AFB, Alabama 
 KHAS- Kitty Hawk Air Society- AFJROTC Honor Society 
 LE- Leadership Education 
 NCOIC- Noncommissioned Officer in Charge 
 OIC- Officer in Charge 
 OM- Operation and Maintenance 
 PA- Public Affairs  
 PT- Physical Training 
 ROTC- Reserve Officer Training Corps- College Program 
 SASI- Senior Aerospace Science Instructor 
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SECAF- Secretary of the Air Force 
SLS- Summer Leadership School 
USC- United States Code 
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